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Summary
A research project typically has one of five main functions, which are to: describe or define, compare, evaluate, explain, or advise about a phenomenon. However, one research may contain several of these functions in different phases, in which case the main function can be determined by identifying the underlying function that is being served by the other minor functions. Also, the research question can be used to identify the main function of the research if the research is coherent. For instance, while descriptive research typically has a research question that begins with "what", evaluative research questions often include the phrase "how well". Conversely, explanatory research questions usually include "why" or "how can X be explained", and advice questions normally begin with "how should" or "what is a good/the best way to". As such, ensuring that your research question aligns with the main function of your research will assist the reader in recognizing the type of research carried out and therefore predict the type of research methods used. 
Based on this:
1. How would you identify the main function of the research in a project where the researcher first describes X, then compares it to Y, before explaining the connection between X and Y? What would the research question for this study look like?
2. How would you frame the research question for a study that aims to provide tips for studying to its readers?
